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To the City Council of the City of New Bedford: 


GENTLEMEN, — We deem it unnecessary to repeat from 
year to year those general facts concerning the state and 
management of the Free Public Library, which by their 
very nature are subject tono change. The matters which 
the members of the City Council and the public would 
naturally look for in the report of the Trustees of the Li- 
brary, are rather those changes in the character and the 
use of the library which take place during the year. The 
statistics of the library, which are here given, are of this 
nature. | 

While it is impracticable at present to give the exact 
number of books, it may be stated approximately that the 
total number of volumes in the library is over fifty thou- 
sand, and the proportion of works of fiction and juvenile 
publications is about six per cent., as heretofore. 

During the year forty-two thousand six hundred and 
fifty-seven volumes have been taken from the library, a 
decrease from the deliveries of last year. This falling off 
is explained partly by the interruptions which the alter- 
ations and repairs in the new building involved, but mainly 
by the fact that it was found necessary to withhold the 
delivery of works of fiction while the catalogue was in 
course of preparation. This bulletin of fiction, which is 
now, Dec. 31, 1887, nearly completed, can be had when 
issued by application at the desk. Monthly lists of addi- 
tions to the library are now regularly published for gra- 
tuitous distribution. 

Since the new registration began, the total number of 
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cards issued up to January 1, 1888, was three thousand 
three hundred and fifty-three, a number which will rapidly 
be enlarged as the former users of the library apply for — 
the renewal of their privilege. 

With the delivery of fiction, which was resumed when 
the first part, ‘‘ Authors,” of the bulletin was printed, 
the registration and the call for books of all kinds imme- 
diately increased. 

The number of newspapers on the stand is now fifteen. 

The number of periodicals received is one hundred and 
sixty-four. 

It may be proper here to state that no statistics can be 
given of the use of the periodicals, because, with the ex- 
ception of a few that are of interest only to specialists, 
they are placed on the tables of the reading-room, and no 
record of their use can be made. In the course of the 
thirty-six years that the library has been open, two _ peri- 
odicals have been mutilated, and a few pencil-marked. 
We have lost none. 

During the year three hundred and twenty-three vol- 
umes have been bound, and one hundred and seventy-nine 
rebound. 

The librarian has sent out one hundred and eighty-one 
postals for books overdue. 

The books that had been waiting for shelves have now 
been partially arranged. ‘These will be numbered on some 
one of the movable systems, probably Mr. Dewey’s, and 
the other books of the library will be gradually arranged 
on the same system. With these books, and with the new 
purchases, the shelf-room which the new building afforded 
is being rapidly filled. 

There is still reason for repeating the warning against 
the marking and mutilation of books. While but a small 
part, if any, of this defacement may be due to malice, 
readers should remember that marginal notes are a direct 
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injury to a book in public use. The loaned volume is a 
trust and not the property of the individual reader, and 
should be treated accordingly. 

It is evident that the advantages of the new reading- 
room, with better light and greater conveniences than be- 
fore, are being appreciated by the public. And in con- 
clusion, we would congratulate them, as we do ourselves, 
on the general prosperity of the library under the changes 
which the occupancy of the new building involved. 


GIFTS. 


From the Royal Society of Canada we have again re- 
ceived a quarto volume, the fourth, of their Proceedings 
and Transactions. Collections of volumes and pamphlets 
have come to us from Messrs. E. Anthony & Sons, Mr. 
Henry Willey, Mr. Southward Potter, 2d, and Dr. Geo. 
B. Hough. Edward B. Merrill, Esq., has sent us a large 
number of New York documents and valuable pamphlets. 
Mr. Farrington, to his regular yearly contribution, has 
added fifty-nine volumes on Engineering and Military Sci- 
ence. Harvard University, the Public Libraries of Boston 
and Cincinnati, and the Apprentices’ Library, New York, 
have supplied us with their respective Bulletins. A list 
of other individuals whose thoughtful kindness has added 
to our store, will be found in the Appendix. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT CONCERNING THE 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR 1887. 


STATEMENT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


1887. 
Jan. 1. Cash on hand, $65.29 
Paper stock, - 4.91 
Catalogues and bulletins, 21.55 
Fines, 195.81 $287.06 
Paid for Expressage, freight and jobbing, $44.87 
P. O. box and postage, 15.49 
Books, 7.75 
Binding and paper cutting, 13.62 
Stationery, 33.33 
Incidentals, 95.69 
1888, Jan. 1. Balance in hands of librarian, 76.31 $287.06 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ACCOUNT. 
1887, Jan. 1. Bills approved January, $429.81 
February, 439.23 
March, 418.06 
April, 428.01 
May, 642.31 
June, 452.61 
July, 430.01 
August, 422.31 
September, 440.54 
October, 403.06 
November, 389.06 
December, 429.84 $5,324.85 
1887, Jan. 1. Annual appropriation, $5,100.00 


Transfer, 224.85 $5,324,85 
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TRUST FUND ACCOUNT. 


1887. 
Jan. 1. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, $10,957.00 
George Howland, Jr., fund, 310.53 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 421.17 
Oliver Crocker fund, 242.90 
James B. Congdon fund 260.37 
Dog fund, 602.74 $12,794.71 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND. 
1887. 


Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, ' $10,957.00 
July 1. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 
Dee.31. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 
Amount returned, 2.00 $13,959.00 


Bills approved for books, periodicals, and binding, viz.: 


January audit, $240.68 
February, 500.20 
March, 204.61 
April, . 290.55 
May, 549.72 
June, 375.26 
July, 308.14 
August, 137.77 
September, 454.12 
October, 303.42 
November, 584.38 
December, . 360.70 $4,809.55 


The detailed statement of the expenditures from the income of this 
fund is as follows: 


Academy of Natural Sciences, $5.00 
Allyn, John, 36.34 
American Chemical Journal, 3.00 
American Journal of Mathematics, 5.00 
American Journal of Philology, 3.00 
Anthony, E., & Sons, ; 6.00 
Appleton, D., & Co., 5.40 
Armstrong, A. C., & Sons, 4.00 
Austin, J. O., 10.00 
Brinton, D. G., 3.00 
City Treasurer, 128.50 
Clark, A. S., 6.95 


Crooker, C. A.. 3.50 
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Cushing, William, 3.15 
Dews, Edwin, 336.05 
Dufossé, E., 9.66 
Elliot, A. M., 2.50 
Ellis, George H., 2.00 
Essex Institute, 3.00 
Francis, D. G., 138.73 
Goss, F. B., 2.00 
Graham, A. A., Secretary, 4.00 
Greene, A. C., & Sons, 5.00 
Greenough, W. A., & Co., 2.00 
Harper, #. 2, 2.43 
Harvard Monthly, 2.00 
Hickox, J. H., 5.00 
Houghton, Miffiin & Co., 57.00 
Humphrey, George W., 8.7) 
Hutchinson, H. 8., & Co., 630.46 
Inman, H.S., 5.50 
Johns Hopkins University, 6.20 
Johnston, W. J., 3.00 
Kane, D. J., & Bro., 33.40 
Lamb, J. H., Agent, 6.00 
Larned, J. N., 4.00 
Lawrence, L. L., 8.00 
Lawton, J. M., Jr., 631.09 
Lend a Hand Co., 4.80 
Library Bureau, 1.00 
Little, Brown & Co., 1,063.89 
Littlefield, George E., 307.74 
Loomis, J. W., 4.25 
Louderwick, W. H., & Co., 52.50 
Maine Historical and Genealogical Recorder, 3.00 
Massachusetts Historical Society, 5.00 
McDonough, Joseph, 24.31 
Mercury Publishing Company, 6.00 
Morgan, H. J., 2.50 
Morrell, T. H., 7.65 
Morse, George D., 4.00 
Munsell’s Sons, 24.77 
Nash, E. W., 17.18 
Noyes, H. D., & Co., 40.70 
Parsons, John D., Jr., 18.00 
Peet.5. D4 27.00 
Poor, Ho Va He We, 6.00 


Publishers’ Weekly, 9.00 
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Q. P. Index, 

Raymond, E. P., 

Roffe, A. H., & Co., 
Sampson, Murdock & Co., 
Savery, M. E., Agent, 
Schoenhof, Carl, ( 
Seribner’s Sons, 

Shea, John G., 

Taber, Mary Jane, 
Thurston, B., & Co., 
U.S. Patent Office, 

Way, J. D., 

Williamson & Co., 
Wilson, E. L., 

Woman’s Journal, 
Woodward, C. L., 

Zahm, 8S. H., & Co., 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., FUND. 


1887. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 
1887. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 
1887. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


George W. Tryon, Jr.’s, bill, 


JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 
1887. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


DOG FUND. 
1887. 
Jan. .Unexpended balance, 
Feb. Received from County Treasurer, 


1.00 
3.00 
395.00 
4.50 
1.00 
132.51 
42.40 
5.00 
2.00 
5.00 
15.60 
27.00 
8.50 
5.00 
1.50 
20.89 

4.75 $4,309.55 


$310.53 
96.00 $406.53 


$421.17 
60.00 $481.17 


$242.90 
60.00 


$302.90 
40.00 $262.90 





$260.37 
30.00 $290.37 


$602.74 
794.99 $1,397.73 
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Paid Yorick W. Ames, janitor, $540.00 
Samuel H. Cook, insurance, 93.75 
L. Grinnell & Co., insurance, 93.75 

C. F. Borden, book-cases, - 45.00 772.50 

$625.23 


Total unexpended balance in the control of the Board of Trustees: 


1888, Jan. 1. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, $9,649.45 
George Howland, Jr., fund, 406.53 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 481.17 
Oliver Crocker fund, 262.90 
James B. Congdon fund, 290.37 
Dog fund, 625.23 $11,715.65 


GEORGE H. DUNBAR, Clerk. 
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Cle TS 1807. 


a 


Volumes. Pamphlets. 


American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass.,.. 
American Peace Society, Boston, Mass., .......+. 
American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Ames, John G., Washington, D. C., ......+-..--6. 
iierst College, NIECE oot Gtco SOE GOED OO BOCOIe 
Anthony, E. & Sons, City, . Jc otbg POSE GUSUESAS fae 107 
' Apprentices’ Library Company, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Battell, Robbins and Miss eye Norfolk, Conn.,- 
Beil, W.S., Chicago, Ill., i SE DA BOOR DOROCHOE 
aston City GOVeEINMENt, ---- vee secs sccerccscees 3 
Boston Public Library,........-se..-0 inebeding 06S 
Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me., .---..-+-++-+++- 
Bowen, Clarence W., New York City,....+.-+-++-- 
Bradlee, Rev. Caleb D., Boston, Mass., ...-..-++.- 
Brookline (Mass.) Public Library,...........2+++. 
Drooklyn (N. Y-) Library, ...-.0200scesecesescees 
Brownell, Frank T., New York City, ........----- A 
Buckminster, Joseph, City,.........- Si ita ates atone’ 5 
PemaronciN. Y .) Library, . +2... e-.s ees antag 
Butler Hospital for the Insane, Providence, R. I., 
Chamber of Commerce, St. Paul, Minn., ......-+.- 
Cincinnati (Ohio) Public Library, ......+.-s.seeees 1 
Clarke Inst. for Deaf Mutes, Northampton, Mass., 
Cobden Club, London, Eng., .....--..seeereees els 
Cohen, Max, Librarian Maimonides aad se eeee 
Columbia College, New York City, ....-... HO 
Collet, C. D., Diplomatic Review Office, iba ae 
Petiinisctoner Ss of the State Reservation at auc a, 
Beomalo, No Y., -..0<. +2. SRC ADK: 
Committee of Aipanie Port No 0. 10, Teenie of 
Beeerieiand, Go AS Ri, cc csccsc esse cecccs sees ce 1 
Commonwealth of Mneonsoniccres Meme vesuvenee LO 
Maeei, ame! H., City, ..ccccosncce cece cans vcee cee 
Cooper Union, New York City, ..-sccccessseereeee 


= 
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Volumes. Pamphlets. 

Crapo, William W., City,...-.. seer ceseceescecces- 4 
Crunden, Frederick M., St. Louis, Mo., ...-.....-- 
Cutter, Abram E., Charlestown, Mass., ----.-----.- 
Day, David T., Washington, D. C., .--- +++. eee ee 
Dexter, Franklin B., New Haven, Conn., ...-..--- 2 
Dimmock, George, Cambridge, Mass., --+++--++-+-- 
Dimond, H. C. & Co., Boston, Mass., ......-+.---. 1 
Dunbar, George H., City, ..-....see-e se eeee econ es 3 
Durfee, William, City, Sbscotis seeiee eee 
Kelectic Medical College, No one City,. ea shoals : 
Farrington, William H., New York City,.....----. 59 
Fernow, Berthold, Albany, N. Y.,.--+-+esseee--e- 
Fessenden, C. B. H., City,....02-see sees csceseseee 
Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, Vt.,..........- 
Foote, Henry W..,.-+-.+++ cc sesese cose ccercsccce ce 
Francis, Joseph, - : : 
General Society of Meeiaries Me oe oe N. yee 
Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Ga.,.....--- 
Gifford, William L. R., City, ---- +--+ +--+. see ee eee 
Goddard, William N., Hopedale, Mass.,..-..--...- 
Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston, Mass., ..-.-+------ 1 
Hakes, Harry, -- +020 0s sceecccccccvccnessccecevess uf 
Hartford (Conn.) Library Association,..-.-.....+.. 5 
Harvard Universitv, Cambridge, Mass.,..---...--- 5 
Hathaway, J ree Ho City ies aie erie eaeiciea sate ecia ase 2 
Hough, George T atc hee beck serdar isrele "a es omy Olecats Seeman 42 10 
Huling, Ray prema: City, «00.202 cnceverenccece 1 
Hutchinson, H.S8., City, ..<s 00+. cece sec vpeny ses uF 
Indianapolis (Ind.) Library,.....---.-2.-seeeeeeee 1 
Julien, Matthew C., City, -...--....- Bree (ere ere 1 
Keenan, John J., Boston Public Library, Jamaica 

Pigin Branch, <<: veo... s< see ee ea 5699's 00 0.06 6 ea mci 1 
Ladd, Warren, City, «.-.+--200s-s.seses= =» seca 2 10 
Lancaster (Mass.) Library Committee,..........-- 
Lawrence (Mass.) Free Public Library,........--.- 
Library Company, Philadelphia, Pa., .....-.....-. 
Lynn (Mass.) Public Library, .......---...------- 
Maverick National Bank, Boston, Mass., ......-..- 1 
McMahan, Thomas, Hollister, Col., PN oaeraoeea 
Mercantile Library Association, se York,.------ 2 
Mercantile Library Co., Philadelphia, Pa., .....--- 1 
Mercury Publishing Co., City,..-.....-.....eee0-- 2 
Merrill, Edward B., New York City, .-....-.---«- 81 308 
Middlesex Mechanics’ Association, Lowell, Mass,.-. } 
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Volumes. Pamphlets. 


Mills, Walter T., Wooster, pe seyeaescarateds gts 1 
MME asi ci nse esaies esos sestiadae aise eiviees easly a 1 
Monroe, Fred. S., eee 2 ~ SoS deren aaa 1 
Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary, So. Hadley, Mass., 1 
Porean.o. Griffitts, City, ...- 2.2.6 s aace \nilese cats utee 1 
New Haven (Conn.) Free Public Library,......... 1 1 
New Jersey State Library, Trenton, N. J.,....... 2 
Newport (Rh. 1.) Historical Society,.............-5 1 
peeveon ( Mass.) Free Library,,....--...02s0s0 ese 1 
DeEIDONOCZEL . Ciby 5.5260 Fb ss ccc sen cose nese ces I 
ieeeedcon, Jr., Canton, China, ..... 2.6. . cnvess- 1 1 
Nye, William B., Columbia College, New York,... 1 
(ioadeaNed.) Board of Trade,.<.. +... .00.seccees 2 
eae Ned.) Public Library, «.-.-ess...5 cee ess 1 
Beeier ee CreOree T., City,.-.- 220 cece scence nencees Dy 
ervody institute, Baltimore, Md., -.....-:.0. 0-0. il 
Perkins Institution for the Blind, Boston, Mass., -. 1 
Pee Pe OULIward. 20, CIty, ~ 06+ see 2006 secccesaes 24 
eaence (i. 1.) Public Library, ....6...2-66.. ] 1 
Public Library, Swansea, Wales, .......- : epee 1 
Publishers of The Advocate of Peace, Boston, ... 1 

ae eee nn. Lithographer and Printer,........ 1 

Beet er POO. BOStON, «205 cc cece ec s en sers cscs 1 

— — The Manifesto, Canterbury, N. H., ........ 1 

— — The Signs of the Times, Oakland, Cal.,..... ] 

— — The Union Signal, Chicago, Ill.,........... 1 

— — The Watchman, Boston,..........,--e..e0- 1 
mimeeeeonz0 H.. Dover, N. H.,..--56 se. e cece oc 1 
Rantoul, Kh. S., Salem, Mass.,......2.2 cece cece nace : 
Redwood Library, Newport, R. I.,---............. 1 
Richards, Ellen H., Boston, Mass., ............... 1 
Bette, UCOMIUNG, CibyY, «+--+ 500 ee we esee ns sees see 1 
Meee nomas Ti. City, .-- 2.6 .eee ccc ce cc once 1 
fomrero, Matias, Washington, D. C.,..........0... ] 
Rotch, Morgan, City, .-..-.++ +--+ eee. Photograph. 
Royal Society of rages Montreal, ae SOR e 1 
Russell, Martha, City, .- . si Bevis 4 

Sawyer Free Public Libra ary, een ieee 1 
Sims, Wm., Sec. State Board of Agricul. piconet 1 
Slade, Avery F., Somerset, 1 aaa von ees HEARS 1 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C., ...... 1 
Springfield (Mass.) City Library enceintiony: Seite a 
eutro, Theodore, New York City, ...- csc .ssasec. 1 


Taunton (Mass.) Public Library, ...--++-ccccevece 1 
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Volumes. Pamphlets. 


Thompson, William, City,....-...sssecccesccccece 1 29 
Thomson, John H., City,....-.-.. Sree eae See oe ahs 2 
Tilley, R. H., Newport, R. [., .-0- +20. ee ee coe ee oe 1 
Pinkham, Oise City. sesso reece. cree oi emt tetas ene 6 
Tyler, Charles E., City, «22+ .005-ccs sec vevessee ce 2 
Underwood, B. a New York rine Sfeveeh sy © ae earrare 1 
Uni gersitper Calorie sliiel © vleleteipleletsiats, ole «leis lela’ 1 
United States: 
— Bureau of Education, ..-+.s.cces seve cccences uf 4 
— Coast Survey,..-.-- se eeee sees cece cece cece cece 1 
— Commissioners of Fish and Fisheries, ......... 4 
— Department of the Interior, ..........+.....-- 66 2 
— Patent Office, .... 1... .0-. ces eown cece cosccvee if 
— State Department, .............- Coes teeter. ee 3 10 
— Treasury Department, ....-. 6+ sees eeee coon 5 
Wharton, Francis, Washington, D. C., --.-..-....- 3 
Wilcox, Thomas, City, .-<+ 2... sees seen gece cece cee 15 
Willey, Henry? Citys. 20.25% 00s cesta essere eumen 109 67 
Wilmington (Del.) Institute, ........-e2+ sees sees 1 
Wilson; Ds NL ae = 6 ese es acy ne tee diersteiciote setae 1 
Winslow, George F.,..0.ssscscce cs cevces coneecses 2 


Winthrop, R. C., Jr., Boston, Mass.,.....-.-..-e0. 1 


Woburn (Mass.) Public Library, -.--.--+-+-+++---- 1 
Woman’s Medical College of Penn., Phila., Pa.,--. 1 
Worcester (Mass.) Public Library, .-..----....-.- A 
Worth, Benjamin, City, ......-...05++ seseee seve se a 


Wright, Carroll D., Boston, Mass., .-.. 2... eeee- L 
Wyman, A. F., City, --..+.se ee ceee cess Magazines. 
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In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, 
April 12, 1888. 


‘Received, ordered printed in the City Documents, and 
sent down for concurrence. 


D. B. LEONARD, 
City Clerk. 


In Common CovuNcCIL, 
April 26, 1888. 
Concurred. 
WM. A. MACKIE, 
Clerk. 
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